
"\Vhereas, undcrthe present arrangement oflbe se,·eral Ju­
dicial Districts of the State; great inconvenience is experienced 
by the people in many parts of tho country, and in consequence 
oftbe large number of counties embraced in some, and nearly 
all of the districts, the Courts cannot be held in some of the 
counties as long as the public interest require." 

Therefor~, • 
Re it rexolucd, That the Commissioner of the General Land 

Office he, and he is hereby requested to furnish the Senate with 
a map of the several counties of tbe State, showing their rell\­
tive position-:, with a view to the altnation and re-organiza­
tion of the SC\'Cral Judicial Districts of the State: 

Adopted. 
Joi11t Hcsolution requesting the contractor of the mail route 

from Austin to Bonham, to transport the same weekly instead 
of semi-monthly, and making p1·0,·isions for the same: read flfSt 
time. 

And, on motion of Mr. \Villiarils, rule suspended and read 
second time. 
O~ motion of Mr. 'Willia.ms, the rule was further suspended; 

rpad third time and p~scd. 
On mction of Mr. Bourland, the Senate acHourncd until 

Tuesday morning 10 o'clock. " 

Tuesday JO o'clock, .A. M. 
December !8th, 1847. 

f:enatc mer; roll called; the following Senatou answered to 
their 110.mes; 

Messrs-Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Cu-. 
ny, Dancy. Gag<', Grimes, JPwett, McRae, ~a\'arro, Parker, 
}lcrJ.fins, l'hillip~, Wallac<', 'Villiams, and WooUcn,-quorum 
present; · 

1'hc Journal of Friday was.read and adopted. 
'Mr. Parkf'l' presented the petition of Adolphus Sterne; rcfer­

!e<l to the committee on pfr;atc laud claims; without rcad-
mg. . 

The Prc"§itlent of the Senate announced a communication in , 
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writing, endorsed, "notice of contest of election for Sena.tor for 
Bt'xar county"; which, on motion of:\[r. Gngc, was r<'ad. And 
on motion of Mr. Parker referred to tho committee on Pri,·iJpg­
f':S end Elections, with instructions to report ns early as practi­
cabl<'. 

Mr. Bra!:lhear introduced a bill to he entitled nn act supple­
mentnl to, a.ndexpla.natory,of an act'entitlf•d "1Ln net rf'gulating 
attachments," approved January 28th. IC139-read firi>t time. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to be entitled an net to abolish 
the capital punishment of' free white pcr~on!I, except for trea­
son against this :State or the United States-read first time. 

Mr. Phillips otfcrcd the following resolution: 

"Resolved, that the committee on Finnncc examine the books 
of the Treasury f)ppartment, and report to this House, a!:I to 
the amount of money in the 'l'reru;ury nt the ndjournment of 
the Inst Legislature, under the se,·eral appropriations then 
made." 

Adopted. 

:\fr. Richard Bache, Senator from the ni<>trict of Ga.h-cston 
presented bis creclcntials, took the onth prcscrihc<l by the con-
stitution and bis scat. ' 

l\lr. Phillips offerf>d the following resolution; 

"Rrsolrcd, 'rhat. the committee onFinnnce examine the vouch­
ers in the office of the Comptrollc1·, rein.ti \ 'O to the disburse­
ments mndo under the apprnprintions of tho Inst L('gislature, 
for contingent expenses, nud report thereon to this House:" 

Acloptcd. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the Senate adjourned until 3 o'­
ciock, p .. rn 

3 o'clock. P. :!\L 

Senate met; roll called; quorum present. 

'Jhe Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 
A bill to be entitled an net to vest in the county of Austin 
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for county parposes; the property of the corporation of the town 
of San Felipe; read second time; 

And, on motion of Mr. Cuny, referred to the committee on 
counties and county boundaries. 

l\fr. \Vallace introduced a bill to be entitled an act to re­
quire the Governor, Secretn.ry of State, and Attorney General 
to reside at the Scat of Government-read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, a "bill to be entitled an act to pro­
vid .. for locating the seat of justice of the County of Austin"­
was taken up. 

Mr Cuny offered the followiug as a substitute for the second 
section. 

'!Be it f urtlwr enacted, That all process heretofore issued, or 
that may issue up to the first day of February, 1848, shall be 
returned to the Court House at the County seat of Justice, o( 
the County of Austin as established by the provisions of tho 
iirst section of this a.ct, and after the first day of February11 
1848, all process shall be madu returnable to the Court House 
of Austin county. 

l\Ir. Cuny also offered the following amendment, as an ad­
ditional section. 

SEc. 3d. Be itfurtlterena.ctcd, That in order to name the 
county seat of Justice of the County aforesaid, the Chief Justice' 
shaU canse an election to be holden throughout the county, at 
the usual places of holding elections, on the day of the next 
general election of coanty officers, which shall be conducted' 
according to law, at which time the people shall declare !>f 
vote, by what name the Count.y seat shall be known; and the 
name having the highest number of votes shall be the name ot 
the county seat, and that this act shall take effect and be ill 
force from and after its passage. 

Which amendments were adopted. 

On motion of l\f r. Williamson, the bill as amended was laid 
on the table until to-morrow 11 o'clock. . 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the Senate adjourned until to. 
morrow morning, 10 o'clock. 


